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>> Kwekerij Olsthoorn & Zn
Dick and Ben Olsthoorn took over the 2.5 hectare 

nursery from their father in the 1990s. Now, their 

father Tanus is 82, but he still works every day at the 

nursery. The Kalanchoes and Calandivas are supplied 

in 15 cm pot sizes and 23 cm bowls. The range consists 

of different types of the Calandiva lines Single (single-

fl owered Kalanchoe), Deco (decorative Kalanchoe), 

Specialty (extra-large fl ower and special colours) 

and Outdoor (for use outside).

Not everything needs to be sifted 
through in a big data way

Wim van Winden is the cultivation manager at Kwekerij 

Olsthoorn & Zn. The owners, Dick and Ben Olsthoorn, knew 

him from his uncle’s garden centre where he was the manag-

er at the time. In 2002, Wim started to work at Olsthoorn. 

Initially at the potting department, but very quickly he 

became the one responsible for cultivation. Based on his 

extensive experience, he assesses the crop visually.  “I like 

to keep things simple. Some colleagues like to measure 

everything and analyse the data to the nth degree every 

day. But that's not my thing. I can see from the plant what it 

needs.”

White kalanchoes with glitter: 
Russians love it 
Approximately 60 to 70% of Kalanchoes is exported to 

France, Austria, Italy, Poland, Germany and Russia. Very 

many Kalanchoes go to Russia during the Christmas holidays 

where they are given as a present until January. Next, there 

is another peak: Candlemas (2 February) is celebrated with a 

Kalanchoe in Germany and Russia. “Last year, 12,000 white 

Kalanchoes went to Russia for Candlemas! For Valentine's 

Day, we add a heart with glitter to the pot.” 

“Others have also noticed 
the good root formation”
Kwekerij Olsthoorn & Zn. in the Netherlands specialises in growing Kalanchoe 
and Calandiva®: a plant that needs little care and water. In other words, an ideal 
easy to keep plant. Even for everyday consumers who do not have green fi ngers. 
Thousands are potted every week to subsequently be given a place on a window 
sill or in a garden in the Netherlands or far away. The Kalanchoes and Calandivas 
are supplied in one colour or mixed with no fewer than 4 or 5 colours in one pot 
or bowl. 

Calandiva, the grand diva amongst 
the Kalanchoes

As from the introduction in 2002, Olsthoorn started to 

immediately grow the double-fl owered kalanchoe with 

more than 32 petals. Calandiva is the brand name that 

Kalanchoe breeder Fides has given to this Kalanchoe. In 

the Netherlands, only six growers are represented in the 

Calandiva group. A professional group that purchases 

together, but that also organises regular excursions and 

exchanges knowledge with the objective of growing the 

best Calandivas. In 2012, an XL version was added to the 

Calandiva range: the Grandiva®. This diva has a fl ower 

diameter of at least two centimetres with a beautiful umbel. 

Now, Calandiva is famous globally as a strong plant with 

a good shape and many colourful fl owers. “The especially 

developed golden Calandiva sleeve fi ts in with this 

perfectly,” says Wim.

more vibrant flower colour 
stronger hair roots 

great green leaf 
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PlantoSys' SilicaPower and SalicylPure have been used at 
Olsthoorn for the past three years. The flowers have a beautiful 

colour and the crop is strong because of using these products. 
Even visitors notice the better root formation. The issues with 

Botrytis bunch rot have been resolved based on the recommen-
dations made by PlantoSys consultant Leo Hoogeveen by 

stacking SilicaPower and SalicylPure with Cuprum. 

Grandiva® Auger

“With SilicaPower, you do not 
have to go too far up with your 

EC during winter months. All 
elements are better absorbed.”

Wim van Winden  |  

Kwekerij T. Olsthoorn & Zn. Cultivation Manager




