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In 1965, Gerrit Hoogenraad started his field nursery 

along the Rijksweg in Ederveen, the Netherlands. 

The nursery moved from field plants to pot plants as 

from the 1970s. At that time, as one of the first ones 

in the Netherlands. Now, the nursery has grown to 

cover a total of 15 hectares. Three and a half hect-

ares comprise greenhouses and tunnels. The other 

hectares are container fields. Hoogenraad has much 

knowledge and experience in tissue culture of varieties 

that are difficult to breed such as Rhododendron, 

Syringa, Vibernum, Betula, Magnolia, Cotinus and 

Vaccinium.

“I follow what I think is right, but learn 
from the other vision that Alwin has”

In 2000, Alwin Scholten from PlantoSys came into the picture 

at Hoogenraad. He was working as a consultant at DLV at 

that time. Another job meant that Alwin was out of the 

picture for approximately 2 years, but he returned again to 

Hoogenraad via his own company, PlantoSys. The consultant 

role was again assumed and now they ‘shoot the breeze 

about nursery technical things a few times a year such as 

doses, fertilisers and everything that is noticed about plants. ‘

Sebastiaan:  “Alwin often has a different vision than mine. 

I am also obstinate. I do, however, listen and if I can do 

something with the information, I will.”

That they know each other well is shown from the direct 

remark of Alwin about the loss of weight of Sebastiaan.  

This is accepted and confirmed without issue. In addition  

to selling the grown plants and managing the cultivations, 

Sebastiaan also supervises the new build of the sheds and 

office. It is therefore a hectic period from all sides, but 

everything is running smoothly.

“I do not keep a beady eye on 
everything, but I know exactly 
what is going on”
Together with his sister-in-law, Hannie, Sebastiaan Hoogenraad is in charge of 
the day-to-day management of Hoogenraad Handelskwekerijen. This also means 
he is responsible for growing more than five million plants a year. The company 
of his father, Gerrit, has grown since 1965 to become a considerable nursery of 
more than 15 hectares distributed over several sites. It is then no 
longer possible to follow everything closely, but by 'feeling and looking' every 
day, Sebastiaan knows anyway ‘how things are with all plants and employees'. 

The double 'fist' rule of Hoogenraad

Although 10 cm high planting material is sufficient in 

accordance with Sebastiaan, it is delivered 15 cm high. After  

all, there is a demand for this. He puts one fist on top of another:  

“1 fist for roots and 1 fist for the plant. Then it is exactly right.” 

The plants of the container fields are delivered in pot size 9  

as from halfway through September. The crop is then hard 

enough to be transported without being damaged. Most 

plants leave in wooden crates:  “40 in a crate, 10 high and film 

around them. The larger species such as Hydrangea can also  

be supplied in pot size 12, in round or square containers,” 

he says as if this is a routine phrase.

Growing as green as possible  

Sebastiaan wants to ban all environmentally unfriendly  

substances in due course. In the cutting nursery, we are still 

working preventively with substances that are as soft as  

possible because 0-tolerance applies there. 

After potting the rooted cutting, we add the PlantoSys  

ConSecta product on a weekly basis to make plants more  

resilient against insect pests. In addition, a mix of ArgicinPlus 

and Cuprum is used. This mix, after all, can be deployed 

broadly with regard to all plants to increase their plant  

resilience. ConSecta is, however, sprayed separately because 

Sebastiaan wants to know what this new product does.   

“I also love cocktails, but, in the nursery, you then no longer 

know why something went well or wrong.”

At Hoogenraad, approximately 1,200 varieties of shrubs, 
trees, Rhododendrons, conifers, perennials, (edible) roses 

and soft fruit are grown. A large part is intended for export 
to, for example, Russia, Uzbekistan, Korea and Japan.

“We have been irrigating the plants from above for 50 years 
without heating the water.”
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Source and recycled water is used for the irrigation of the 

plants from above. The water is not first heated. Sebastiaan: 

“This is not needed because we do not want to rush the 

plants. For other cultivations, heating the water may be 

important, but, for our planting material, not every 

temperature fluctuation results in stress. Half an hour 

after the irrigation, they again look good.”
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