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Maters produces various varieties of seed potatoes, such as Agria, 
Arizona, Spunta and Liselotte. Pictured: Fontane. 

Good starting material has (added) 
value

It wasn’t an easy beginning, but the brothers put their 

shoulders to the wheel and further expanded the Maters 

family business. In those days the farm grew 40-50 hectares 

of potatoes and 4-5 hectares of onions, while today it has 

100 hectares of seed potatoes and 30 hectares of onions, 

along with 35 hectares of sugar beets, 45 hectares of grain, 

field beans and Japanese oats. They also exchange land with 

various colleagues. 

Gerald: “The most important things for us are the seed 

potatoes and onions (red onions, shallots and first-year 

onion sets). For the seed potatoes, we focus on high-quality 

starting material. For example, we dipped the mini tubers in 

ArgicinPlus, and as a result we expect that we will be able to 

deliver them with fewer reductions in class.”

One year there’s nothing, the next year 
there is

Open-air cultivation is complicated. You can’t exert exact 

control like you can in a greenhouse. “You’re dependent on 

so many factors, and the soil is so complex. What works for 

our neighbour doesn’t necessarily work for us too,” Gerald 

says. “Actually, every year we have periods that are too dry. 

We can’t water the potatoes because there’s brown rot 

in the water. If we could, it would give us just a few more 

tubers per plant, meaning a few additional tons of seed 

potatoes.” 

Maters is working with PlantoSys to find ways to increase 

potatoes’ resilience. “We’re constantly researching and 

testing various different methods and applications for 

SalicylPure and Argentum. It’s a long quest to achieve stable 

cultivation, especially since the growing conditions aren’t 

“PlantoSys approaches cultivation 
problems from their biological 

origins. This allows us to look for 
solutions that allow us to stop 

using chemical agents.“
Arjan Matersalways the same. They can vary quite a lot from year to year. 

But we enjoy the challenge.”

PlantoSys is currently running a test with ConSecta on 

shallots and red onions. Gerald: “We have problems with 

thrips infestation. If we don’t address it, the onions will lose 

their skin during storage in winter.”

Don’t do more, do better

“We also want to avoid storage diseases like mould, just like 

everyone else does,” Gerald says. “It’s not easy with some 

varieties. Often it’s there already on the mini tubers that 

come in. We’re keen to work differently, and eventually use 

far fewer chemicals. Currently we’re still able to do a bit of 

both, but when you make the switch to natural products, 

the whole system has to be properly set up. The green 

products need to be as good as the chemical ones, and 

preferably better. And when the cost is roughly the same, 

we go for it.” 

clean seed potatoes
investigating together

PlantoSys knowledge level
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>> Maatschap Maters
Maters processes 5,000 tonnes of seed potatoes 

annually. Around 80% of this goes to Handelshuis 

Agrico, 15% are for the free market, and the rest goes 

to other firms.

That is reason enough for Gerald to look into IPM in 

combination with biostimulants. He found PlantoSys on 

the internet, along with information on the willow bark 

extract used in PlantoSys products. The phone call with 

Alwin Scholten that followed clarified a lot of things. “It was 

a serious conversation. He explained things very well and it 

was clear that Alwin’s knowledge level is very high. He also 

views our crop differently to the average advisor. PlantoSys 

is familiar with our cultivation problems and they help us in 

a way that doesn’t happen in conventional arable farming. 

The approach to the problems is completely different, and 

so together we’re able to come up with a different way to 

tackle things. We’re still able to fall back on chemicals when 

required, but we’re working towards a sustainable future.”

“It shouldn’t be too easy to 
grow good seed potatoes, or 
everyone will be able to do it.”
Arjan and Gerald Maters grew up on the arable farm founded by their grandfather in 
1968. The brothers were certain that they wanted ‘to be farmers later on’. Their father’s 
illness in 2007 meant that everything moved very fast. Arjan was in the last year of 
his intermediate vocational course in arable farming, contract work and mechanics, 
while Gerald was yet to begin at the Dutch Van Hall Institute. As a result, alongside 
their studies they worked towards taking over the business, and in 2012 took it over 
completely. 

 Gerald Maters (left) and Arjan Maters


