
Frank de Schutter

Successful ‘emigration’ from Brabant 
to Groningen

“At the time, the previous owner employed 30 people and 

grew ten different crops, including potatoes, rapeseed, 

caraway and various different types of grain. Now there are 

three people working with me and we grow potatoes, sugar 

beet and winter wheat on 150 hectares.” Sorting goes on 

throughout the winter. Frank: “By renting an additional 30 

to 40 hectares, we can keep everyone working all year round 

with the same mechanisation.”

Non-inversion tillage (NIT) is more 
difficult, but it’s possible

When Frank joined the partnership in 2004, the focus shifted 

to the higher classes of seed potatoes – partly because it 

interested him, but also because the area was well-suited to 

them. “It would have been a shame not to.”

In addition, improving soil quality by using non-inversion 

tillage always draws a lot of attention. Frank says, for 

example, “I plough a lot less. I’ve been doing this for ten 

years now and, to be honest, every year is different. But when 

everything goes well, this really is a better method. Before 

planting, 8 cm of the topsoil is chopped fine with a rotary 

cultivator – enough to create ridges for the seed potatoes.”

They use as few chemicals as possible, too. “We prefer not to 

use them, and with the knowledge we have we usually don’t 

need to. But there are also winters when we think we can get 

by with less, and then we pay for it when summer comes.” 

‘Farming as naturally as possible’ isn’t easy, but Frank is up to 

the challenge and he’s also not afraid to experiment.

As he says, “Around 2010 there were issues with potato 

fatigue, so for three months, I flooded the fields against 

“The soil might contain substances 
we don’t know about yet”
De Schutter’s father and grandfather moved to Vierhuizen (Holland) in 1970. At 
that time they lived in the Biesbosch region, in an area that had been designated 
as a drinking water reservoir. Farms in Groningen were there for the taking... 
They sometimes spent as long as five years on the market before finding a buyer. 
The Lauwersmeer had already been reclaimed. In those days the average 
farm in Groningen comprised a lot of different plots of land 
averaging about 1.5 hectares each.

“I’m very interested to see the 
results of applying SilicaPower 

to my mini tubers in the 
greenhouse. Something we’ve 
already seen is the increased 

root growth.” 
Frank de Schutter

nematodes (inundation), which worked efficiently. PPO-AGV 

researched everything and conducted tests. It solved 99% of 

the problem.”

Problems with scab are tackled as well. “Why is soil 

susceptible to scab? Why some plots, and not others?” 

Frank has conducted a literature study and tried all sorts 

of things. “But for a lot of things you yourself are not big or 

professional enough.”

Picking potatoes like strawberries

In Frank’s student days, there were experiments with 

growing vegetables in water. He talked to someone 

about “an American who produced five to six million mini 

tubers a year hydroponically, in a large complex.” A year 

after graduating, he made contact with the American and 

received an invitation: ‘Come and have a look at what we’re 

doing in Colorado!’ 

Frank recreated that system, but more simply, in 2008: in 

a tunnel greenhouse, with gutters the same as those used 

in strawberry cultivation and with pH meters like the ones 

used for swimming pools. Not so high-tech, but the most 

important thing is: the results are the same as those he saw 

in America.
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While searching the internet for information, he 

came across the name PlantoSys a number of times. 

Meanwhile, SilicaPower is being tested on the mini 

tubers that Frank cultivates in his greenhouse. It is 

expected to increase the firmness and robustness of 

the mini tubers.

The mini tubers under film in the greenhouse are sensitive to scorching. 
Frank: “The mini tubers can’t get anything out of the soil here.” He adds, 
somewhat philosophically, “Perhaps we’re lacking a substance from the 

soil that we don’t know about yet.”  

They deliberately keep the mini tuber crop small, and it’s 

only for their own production. Frank: “You now see other 

people copying my system and scaling it up, but then there 

are problems with mould, shrivelling or tuber chaining. 

They regulate nitrogen strictly to keep the plants very short. 

I don’t have these problems in my tunnel greenhouse. I can 

even propagate the mini tubers three times. Then I sell them 

as high-quality seed potatoes: in class S, sometimes PB.”


